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Request For Qualifications 
Internal Combustion Engine Emissions Impact 
Survey for the Mid-Atlantic Region 

 
The Mid-Atlantic Regional Air Management Association, Inc. (MARAMA) is a Maryland non-profit 
corporation of ten state and local air pollution control agencies including North Carolina, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Allegheny County, 
Philadelphia, and New Jersey.  MARAMA's mission is to strengthen the knowledge and capabilities 
of member agencies and to help them work together to strategically minimize and manage air 
pollution impacts in the Mid-Atlantic Region.  

 
Funding for this work will be from MARAMA’s grant from the Region 3 of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency XA-96380401 (CFDA 66.034 – Surveys, Studies, Investigations, Demonstrations, 
and Special Purpose Activities relating to the Clean Air Act). 
 
Air Quality Impact Analysis from Internal Combustion Engine Operations 
 
A. Background 
This Request for Qualifications seeks to contract with a technical resource to undergo a study to help 
MARAMA assess the air quality impact of stationary internal combustion engine operations in the 
mid-Atlantic region of the United States. This request is in response to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration’s (EIA) request for all emergency backup engine information from air pollution 
regulatory agencies.  MARAMA is trying to understand the potential impacts of all stationary internal 
combustion engines in the mid-Atlantic region of the United States. The following is a summary of this 
request. 
 
The U.S. EIA is undertaking an initiative to strengthen our understanding of electricity generation 
capacity across the United States. This effort focuses on identifying emergency and back-up 
generators that may not currently be captured in EIA’s Annual Electric Power Industry Report (Form 
EIA-860). 
 
As background, EIA collects, analyzes, and disseminates independent and impartial energy 
information to support sound policymaking, efficient markets, and public understanding of the 
nation’s energy system. Improving the completeness of generator capacity data is essential to 
accurately assessing total net grid capacity. 
 
This harmonization is crucial for identifying currently uncounted power generators for Form EIA-860 
and for improving national capacity estimates. In addition, EIA-860 generator data can be a valuable 
resource for state offices, including air permitting agencies, by supporting cross-agency awareness of 
permitted back-up generation and helping to provide a more complete picture of generator activity 
within a state/region. 
 



 
EIA has shared information about this requested collaboration with the National Association of State 
Energy Offices (NASEO) and the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS). 
 
Operation of internal combustion engines to produce electricity creates significantly more criteria and 
hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) compared to operating other sources of electrical generating capacity. 
Internal combustion engines are also operated to move natural gas through pipelines. If the regulatory 
requirements for backup generators or non-emergency generators are changed, the impact of such 
changes is currently unknown.   
 
B. Analysis Objectives 
The objective of this analysis is to provide information to air quality regulators to account for and 
manage the potential impacts from engines operating at higher levels than is currently occurring. The 
study should include an inventory of internal combustion engines in the MARAMA jurisdictions to 
determine the following: 

1. Inventory the stationary engines in the region that could be operated to replace or reduce 
electrical load on the grid. 

2. Determine the location, electrical output generation, and age of the engines. 
3. Determine the fuel used and identify the engine as compression or spark ignition. 
4. Estimate criteria and hazardous air pollutant (HAPs) emissions from the engines when 

operating. 
5. Estimate the criteria and HAPs emissions impact on ambient air concentration levels in the 

mid-Atlantic region from different operating scenarios.  
6. Delivery of a final product will be refined between MARAMA and the contractor selected. 

 
C. Who May Respond 
Anyone may respond who has a comprehensive knowledge of internal combustion engine operations, 
emissions and can estimate the impact on regional air quality. 
 
D. Assistance with Proposal Preparation Questions 
MARAMA will provide clarifications and assistance upon request through a written question-and-
answer format. Potential respondents may submit questions in writing to mcone@marama.org at any 
time following release of this RFQ. MARAMA will respond to questions as they are submitted and post 
them on the MARAMA website if they have relevance to the potential bids of other interested parties. 
MARAMA reserves the right to decline to respond to any question if, in MARAMA’s assessment, the 
question is irrelevant to the preparation of bid proposals and/or if MARAMA cannot prepare and 
submit the requested information to all potential bidders in a timely manner. 
  
E. Proposal Submission 
MARAMA will accept proposals until close of business May 1, 2026, unless, solely at its discretion, 
MARAMA chooses to extend the bid proposal deadline. 
 
F. Cost Proposal 
A general cost estimate to undertake this analysis is requested for this RFQ. 

mailto:mcone@marama.org


 
 
G. Certification 
Prospective bidders shall certify that any contract undertaken with the requirements of this RFQ can 
be met and that the bidding entity is in good standing with the U.S. government relative to 
participating in projects funded with federal grants. The following statement shall be used: 
 
“The undersigned official responsible for submission of this training proposal hereby certifies that the 
information contained in this proposal is true and accurate to the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and ability; that the bidding entity is qualified to present the course as prescribed in the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) and can and will meet the requirements in the RFP; that neither the bidding entity or 
any of its principals had a relationship with MARAMA and/or its principals constituting a conflict of 
interest; and that neither the undersigned nor any associated partnership or corporation is presently 
debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, ineligible, or otherwise excluded from participating in 
a project funded with federal grants.” 
 
H. Cost of Proposal Preparation Limited to Bidder 
All costs incurred in the preparation of a proposal pursuant to this RFQ shall be the responsibility of, 
and borne by, the bidder and shall not be reimbursed by MARAMA. MARAMA reserves the right to 
select from any of the proposals received in response to this RFQ. All costs incurred in the preparation 
of a proposal pursuant to this RFQ shall be the responsibility of, and borne by, the bidder and shall 
not be reimbursed by MARAMA. 
 
J. Notification of Award 
MARAMA expects to decide by May 31, 2026 with the undertaking of this project. 

 
K. Non-Discrimination Policy 
It is the policy of MARAMA to prohibit discrimination against its customers, contractors, employees, 
and applicants for employment based on race, color, national origin, disability, age, limited English 
proficiency, sex and any other demographic category prohibited by law. 
It is further the policy of SESARM to require that all staff, officers, Board of Directors members, agents, 
and representatives operate in conformance to this policy and associated procedures. 
 
L. Criteria for Evaluation for Proposals 
MARAMA will only select experienced CONTRACTOR(s).  Selection criteria will include: 

a. Responsiveness of the written proposal to the requirements outlined in this RFQ. 
b. Contractor qualifications and experience in undertaking the analysis outlined. 
c. References. 
d. Expected timeframe for delivery of completing the tasks specified. 
e. Proposed costs for completing the tasks specified. 

It may be necessary to utilize more than one CONTRACTOR to obtain the expertise needed. MARAMA may 
request follow-up bids from selected contractors if necessary to obtain further information before making 
final selections. 



 
 
Funds available for this contract are federal funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and 
CONTRACTORS must meet requirements associated with the use of federal funds. 

 


